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The word “freedom” is of an exceptional value to Polish people. It entails the country, free people.  
And, we have already proven the foregoing not once. Generations of my fellows fought for this freedom. 
 
1981 marks the year where I first arrived in Vienna from the Communist then Poland. And this is here  
in Vienna where I felt the breath of freedom.  
A few months later Communist authorities introduced martial law and brutally restrained Solidarity which 
was an outstanding movement for fight for freedom. It was then that it turned out that the word “freedom” 
proved to be reminiscence of something that we did not have. Hope for freedom. 
Then, after eight years, in 1989, the Round Table was called with representatives of democratic 
opposition and communist authorities. People with such different beliefs and worldviews could actually 
talk with each other. Therefore, the Round Table proved to be the event which restored confidence  
in Poles. Since that moment, the word “freedom” has finally been considered something ordinary. Like  
in democratic states. It has become everyday life. 
 
Next, I came to Vienna in 2004; at that time, Poland acceded the European Union, we joined the family 
of democratic states. It has taken us only a few years to change our country in a democratic and law 
abiding state. 
 
Unfortunately, when I am in Vienna today and giving this speech, the principles of tripartition of power, 
the independence of the courts and judges are being challenged in my country. 
 
We, lawyers, attorneys-at-law and advocates, judges and prosecutors stand up for freedom  
and lawfulness. 
There were thousands of us not such long time ago who went in a silent protest march. I have never 
expected that I would ever have to do it.  
We live in the times where principles of democracy are being challenged in Europe. Populism  
and extreme views are enjoying unexpected support. The defense of freedom is becoming a real 
problem in several countries. 
However, we, law practitioners, are obliged to stand up for defense of lawfulness regardless  
of consequences. We will protect freedom and democracy, as it has been proven that freedom is easy  
to be lost and difficult to be recovered. 
 
 
In his farewell address, Barack Obama, President of the United States, said: 
“The work of democracy has always been hard, contentious and sometimes bloody. For every two steps 
forward, it often feels we take one step back. I do still hope that we will manage. The future is ours. All of 
us, regardless of party, should throw ourselves into the task of rebuilding our democratic institutions. 
Yes, the future is ours, but only if we do care for democracy.” 


